"ec1, L. Fands.

hccording te the Themee Star of April 6, 1950, "Whep the South Auckland Breaes
band competitions were held in Thames in 1921 it"(6th Mauvraki Regimental Rard)

./ 'Won the military cuickstep. Hot on the heele of thie success it won the covete

\ Eoosey Shield in the New Zesland Brase Band contest held in Palmerston Korth.
when lieut., A. Clarke wac bendmaster.” |(For business, 19271 was =z slump yesr.)

1G22
'with 8 "business recovervy," Thames continued bi werks or oorrowed mornev.
L E .

August 17, 1922. There continued to be removing of old fences and extensieons
to Viectoria Park, though the centre of gravity of Thames wae rapidly shifting to
the southern erd and centre, There were stil]l two bands to use the Rotunda.

Fands were used for a big W orld War T memoriel fundraising, #ith new £, 000
out of £8,000 budgeted. Nett was £76h4, ocut of £1,432 takings, less expenses of
£647 for such features as "Silver PBullet," "Canncnade" and "Reveille " with the

‘organieing and paying for of much "Music, Mirth and Melody."

1925, 1This year sa¥w Thames bands reduced to one instead of t¥o,.
A cutting from the Band file tells the story. "HAURAKI EAND. SMOKE CONCERT,

"A emoke concert tendered by the members of the Hauramki Brass Band to the paEt
membters and supporters was held last evening.

"Mr. A.3. Le Fewre occupied the chsir 2nd assccisted with him were His Worehip
the Mayor (Mr. T.4., Rhodes M.P,) and Cr. Morley."

(Thomas William Rhodes was Mayor 1G23-7. Joseph Morley wes & Thames Eorough
Councillor 191%8-32, 1937-L&.)

"In his opening remarks Mr. Le Fevre stated that they all regretted thet the
members of the bend hsd decided to disband. The band hed been formed in 1898,
under conductor E. Williame, who now had charge of one of the large bands in the
U.S.A. and for a number of years wae attached to the Haureki Rifle Volunteer
Company. It had a splerndid career, winring leurels at many conteste, notsbly at
New Flymouth, Maseterton, Aucklend, Waihi, Thames and Wangapui. In disbanding
the members had decided to distribute the funds, £50 te Thames Hoepitel, £2C to
Labour Day Berefit, 3 seats to Thames Rorough Council te te placed in the Park,
and £5 5s. to the Regimental Band's contest fupd.” {(Morey from sale irpstrumente.

"The following toasts were honcured, "“The Kirng," "The Regimentsl Band," "The
Lovzl Bodies," "Past Bardmasters," "Thames Volunteer Fire Erigade,'" "Hauraki Ban
»"" "Nerth Tsland Bands Asesociation," "The Ladies," "The Prese,"

"items were contributed by the Jeszzaramba Orchestras end Messre. 4. Williams,
A.¥, Einde, G. Jenkins, James Morley and F. Jenkinpe.

"During the evening mention was made of the enthusisem that had been dieplayed
by past comnductors of the EBand, Mesers, ¥, Williame, T.B, Bocth, Green and J.
Rowe, and A, Williame.

"The sirging of 'Auld lLang Syne' and the csoundins of 'The Last Post' concluded
2 moet enjoyable evenine."

The Thames Star of April 6, 1950, in reference to the above, said, "Umhappily,
thie band went defumct in 1623, The Inetruments were scld, and the proceeds
depated te the local heoepital.,"

It also tried to give a historical accourt of Thames bande, but coenfeseed can-
didly that, "Thames doee not feel entirely st hoeme in & discussion of very esrly
bende urtil well on in the establishment of the Haureki Brass Band ard the advent
of the €th Hauraki Regimental Bard, which, in fact, was en offspring of the Naval
Band." Re said Nsval Pand, it said many could still recall names "of its earl-
iect bandmsstere - George Smith, Charlie Lawp ard Andrew Hunter."

But eonce it got inte later times, "there is a friendly familiarity with the
rames of bandsmen new, and especially the name Williams.

{Tnere was a kind of military rebirth following the Jameson Raid of 1696, af-
ter wnich war betweer Britieh and Boers in South Africa was Jjudged to be inevit-
sble, with units forming in 1897-8, just before the cutbreak of war in 1899, )




