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1930, 3kg BHands.

Military Judges : Capt. R. Fowler, lieut. J.A. Sutherland, Staff Serpgeant-Ma-
jor A. Brent,

A Thames Star editorial said thet Thames hsvirng beern chosen as the venuve for
the big Baster band contest that year "is gratifying to those who sponscred the
metter." It Had invelved them in monthe of srduous werk.

They had found accommodation for some hundreds ef men, and in &ome cases for
their wives also,

tnd more time still had beer taken with myriads of detazils, from catering to
transport.

The local Band itself had not been idle. 1Uncder expert leadership it had bteen
practising most eseidvously.

Tuesday, April 19, 1938. (Re Easter week-end). "4 feast of music was provid-
ed for the public.

"The Haurski Regimental Band (Thames]" safter being placed lsst irn ite grade in
the selectior and hymn test, gave & splendid exhibition of drill work in the
gquickstep competition, to gain 3rd place.

Representatives of the nelighbouring towns, Paeroa and Waihi, performed very
creditebly - the former (Paerca) had ornly heen reorganised arnd put into serious
training over the pag&t 5 months.

B grade music was won by Tauranga 355, with Waihi 350 amd Thames 340 poinpts,

The Thames secretary, E,.0. Brownlee, with his close attention te all detazile,
made for very smooth runping.

Thames aofficers were := FPresident K,Z2, Hetherington, Vice-President J.W, ar-
bury. Committee : S, Ensor, R.M. Rhodes, 4. Clsrke, A. Garrett, F,E, McCul-
lough, D. Redwood, H.W, Devell, H.G, Murray, E.H, Griffin, E. Watson and W.E.
MeDenald., Treasurer S. Ensor, Secretary E.0. Brownlee, Supervisor R.M.Rhodes,
Marghall T. McCarrell, Timekeeper A.J. Delamore, Inepector of Instruments A.
Clarke, 0fficial Accempzmiste Miss., M. Pesreon.

"fhodes Ferk was a sceme of gaiety on Saturday, with applsuse for each band."

Bands included Tauranga Municipal, Weihi Federal, Hamilton Citizens, Hamiltoen
Municipal, Hauraki Kegimental (Thamee), Paeres Muricipal, Matemata Citizers,
Morrineville Mumnicipal, Te Kuiti Numicipal, Pukehoke Murnicipal. Aucklard Eoys,

Musical judge R.J. Estall said that there was a lack of expressicen in all the
repnderinge, but the performances on the vwhole were remarkably good - much impro-
ved, but £till much tc be dome. Moet of the scleist work was “pitiful" - they
did not try to exprese themselves.

Another band was the Waikato Regimental, amd the names of soleists included
from ¥e irohas.

The names of "eofficers" above comprised a number of prominent Thames citizens
That would be useful in both the short and long term.

While the Thames Star's accournt of the preceedings did pot mention poor instr
ments, as mentioned above, with lidington & appraisal thereof, Thames had ocbviou
ly been showing itself =t & disedventage in such en sssembly of bands, like "a
poer relatiorp."” Hence the gueen carnival got geoing im June, with the nermsal
amourt of continual newspaper publicity, with photographs of the rival cueens
end proceseiones end 50 on.

However, even £1,200 would not cover everythinz rneeded in the way of new band
instruments, and on the fifth parsgreph of the next page {(35), re postponed in-
nual General Meeting of 2ith January, 19%9, there ies reference to '"liguidating
the debt of the Eand."




